
11.19.19 Week 2 
Christmas at the Movies | The Grinch and the Gospel 

 
Challenge Check up: anyone write a thank you note to Jesus last week? 
 

Objective: Christmas is about God coming to us. Specifically, it’s about Jesus being born so he 
could grow and live a life that gives all people an all-inclusive relationship with God through 
faith in him. 
 
Attendance Question:  
What thoughts and feelings come to mind when you think about the Christmas season?  
 
Opening Up… 
What distracts you from the meaning of Christmas and gets you feeling “Grinchish”? 
 
Digging in… 
 

1. The Grinch despised people celebrating Christmas joyfully. He says it’s because of the noise, but do                
you believe him? If not, why do you think it matters to him whether or not the people in Whoville                    
jubilantly celebrate Christmas? After all, he’s at the top of a mountain away from them. 

 
2. In the live action remake of The Grinch (2000), Cindy Lou Who climbs up to Mount Crumpit and                  

invites the Grinch to celebrate the joy of Christmas with her and the townspeople. What do Cindy                 
Lou Who and Jesus have in common? 

a. Read John 1:14 and Read John 14:15-18 
b. What pattern do you see? God going to his people - just like Cindy Lou Who went to the grinch 

 
3. Let’s check out a true story of Jesus going to his people just like Cindy Lou Who. Read Luke                   

19:1-10 
a. Who was Zacchaeus? How was he “grinch-like?” Zacchaeus was a real person--He was a tax collector                

(an occupation that made him one of the most hated men in Palestine) who, like the Grinch, literally stole from                    
people. 

b. What did Jesus do when he saw Zacchaeus? What did they do later that evening? 
c. What commonalities do Zacchaeus and the Grinch share at the end of their written stories? 

i. Read Ezekiel 36:26 
d. What transformed each of their (Zacchaeus/The grinch) lives? 

 
4. God wants to come into your life and transform you. What has God already transformed in                

your life? What could God transform in your life if you let Him in? 
 
 
Application... 

5. To change his life, the Grinch needed to experience the love of the people in Whoville. Who do you                   
know that needs to experience such love? How can you show them this love? 

 
 
Challenge: GO TO one person this week that needs to experience love AND encourage them in one 
way. 
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John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of                    
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
 
John 14:15-18 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

 

 

Luke 19:1-10  

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a                    
chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could                     
not see over the crowd.4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was                    
coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must                   
stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to                      
the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything,I will pay back four times the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.                     
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

 

Ezekiel 36:26 

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and                         
give you a heart of flesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686a
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LEADER NOTES: 

#1: The Grinch was jealous for he was alone and joyless. 

#2: What do Cindy Lou Who and Jesus have in common? Cindy Lou Who and Jesus both go                  
to people. They make the trek to reach the outcasts. They extend an invitation to come to a                  
party (Luke 15:31. Exodus 40:34-3, 1 Kings 8:10-12, 1 Kings 9:2-3, John 1:14, John 14:15-18,               
and Revelation 21:1-3. Do you see a pattern of God going to people so they may know him and                   
his gracious love better? 

#3: What did Jesus do when he saw Zacchaeus? What did they do later that evening? Like the                  
people in Whoville, Jesus invites this thief to share a meal with him. More importantly, Jesus                
invites him into a relationship with God. Jesus walks (goes) to Zacchaeus and speaks an               
invitation for him to come to him. They had dinner together. It’s helpful to know that in Jesus’                  
culture, Jewish rabbis (teachers) did not interact with sinners, especially ones who were             
marginalized as tax collectors. The act of a rabbi sharing a meal with a sinner inside of the                  
sinner’s home was unheard and offensive to many, especially the religious leaders. 

#4: What commonalities do Zacchaeus and the Grinch share at the end of their written               
stories? Zacchaeus, like the Grinch, experiences a heart transformation and a life change. He              
then repents and gives back all that he’s stolen.  

#5: What transformed each of their lives? The Grinch’s life was transformed by the love of the                 
people in Whoville, so Zacchaeus’s life was transformed by the life-changing love of Jesus              
Christ. Outside the walls of this church are Grinches waiting for their loving invitation. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2015.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2040.34-38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%208.10-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%209.2-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.15-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.1-3

