
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month we are looking at what is means to be a servant even though you are a leader.  

1. Do you have to do chores? What chores do you have to do? 

 

2. Would you rather serve or be served? Explain 

 

 

3. Jesus is God. If anyone deserves to be served, it’s him. However, when he walked this 

earth, he decided to serve. Read John 13:1-17. What does this section teach you about 

serving? 

 



4. What are some ways we can serve other people around us? 

 

 

5. Whenever you serve, what is your attitude like? What should our attitude be when it 

comes to serving? Explain. 

 

6. Do you need to change your attitude regarding servant hood? If the answer is yes, what 

specifically do you need to change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: If you always have a bad attitude when it comes to serving, apologize. Maybe you 

have to apologize to your mom or dad, church leader, or teacher. 



  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“50 Ways to Serve Others” Article 

Read the attached article, “50 Ways to Serve Others.”  As you read, highlight anything that 

stands out to you.  

--continue after reading the article-- 

Wrap Up 

After you have completed the 2 sections on “service” (homework and article), complete the 

following sentences in the space provided: 

One thing I learned this week about service was…  

 

 

One question I still have about service is… 

 

 



Service Article #1 

 

50 Ways to Serve Others 
I love it when you ask hard questions! 

 

One reader recently wrote, “How do I serve others?” The fact that you are even asking that question 

makes me want to give you a gold star! So many of us spend our time secretly asking the opposite: 

“How can I get others to serve me?” But this is not how the Bible teaches us to live. Let’s unpack 

service for a minute, and then I’ll give you a list of 50 super-practical ways to serve others. (Yep, 50!) 

“Hey! You matter!” 
The Bible has a lot to say about service. Since the subject gets so much real estate in God’s Word, we 

can assume it’s something God wanted us to understand and then live out. 

But what does it mean to serve others, exactly? 

Philippians 2:3–4 helps us figure that out. 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.” 

Mind if I re-phrase that in Erin language? 

Service = finding practical ways to show other people they matter. It’s like saying, “Hey! You’re 

important, and I want to prove it to you.” 

That’s something that sounds great in theory, but isn’t always so appealing in real time. True service 

requires sacrifice. We must sacrifice our abilities for the good of others, not just ourselves. We must 

sacrifice our talents to invest in others, not just to make ourselves look good. We must sacrifice our 

time, something that is always in short supply. And here’s the kicker: to truly serve like the Bible calls 

us to, we must do it with zero promise of a personal pay off. There’s no guarantee that the people we 

serve will return the favor or even notice our efforts. We are called to serve others anyway. 

 



Flipped Upside Down 

When we read the Gospels, we see that Jesus has a habit of taking what we think we know about how 

the world should work and flipping it upside down. He certainly did this with the idea of service. 

“And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, ‘If anyone would be first, he 
must be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). 

“But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all” (Mark 10:43–44). 

Here’s the equation Jesus is sketching out . . . 

 Do you want to be first? Be last. 

 Do you want to be a big deal? Serve others. 

 Do you want to be great? Be a servant. 

 Do you want to be number one? Be a slave. 

 

If we’ve been in church very long, we know these verses, but have you ever taken the time to consider 

the whacky advice Jesus is dishing out here? How is it possible to be a big deal by making others a big 

deal? How can we become number one by being a slave to someone else? Jesus is showing us that 

value is assigned differently in God’s kingdom than it is in our world. We live in a culture that highly 

values self. Jesus is saying that in contrast, He highly values those who look out for others. 

He didn’t leave us high and dry, trying to figure this mixed up equation out on our own. He is the 

solution. His life is the formula we can follow. 

Matthew 10:45 says it this way, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” 

If anyone deserves to be served, it’s Jesus. But He spent His life showing others “you matter.” So can 

we. 

Less Talking—More Doing 

The thing about service is that it requires rolled-up sleeves and dirty fingernails. In order to truly serve 

others, we have to stop talking and start doing. That’s why when Jesus described service in places like 

Matthew 25:35–40 He made very practical suggestions like feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and 

visiting those who were sick and in prison. 

With that advice in mind, here are 50 practical ways you can start serving others right now. 

1. Do the dishes without being asked. 

2. Offer to help a younger sibling with his/her homework. 

3. Start your parents’ car so it will be nice and warm when they hop in. 



4. Contact your school principal ask how you can volunteer at school. 

5. Spend five hours per week volunteering in your church office. 

6. Go through your closets and donate old books and games to your local hospital. 

7. Visit someone from your church who is hospitalized. Your pastor can help you with this. 

8. Volunteer at your local pregnancy care center. 

9. Buy someone lunch. 

10. Depending on the season, shovel snow or mow the lawns in your neighborhood. 

11. Offer to help your mom clean out closets then organize a yard sale and give the profits to charity. 

12. Be a mentor. Find a girl who is younger than you and offer to do a Bible study together. 

13. Teach Sunday school. 

14. Bring baked goods to someone who is sick or hurting. Here’s a killer cookie recipe you might try. 

15. Don’t take the best seat in the house. 

16. Write an encouraging note and leave it in a friend’s locker. 

17. Support a ministry financially.  

18. Promote someone else’s ideas. Whenever possible, champion others. 

19. Start a Bible study in your school. 

20. Ask your youth pastor how you can help set up or tear down for youth group. 

21. Send an anonymous donation to someone you know who is struggling financially. 

22. Volunteer to rock babies in the NICU at your local hospital. 

23. Go on a short-term mission trip through your church. 

24. Sponsor a child through a Christian sponsorship organization. 

25. Pick a missionary and commit to pray for them one hour each week. Here is a place to connect 

with missionaries associated with the North American Mission Board (NAMB). 

26. Plant a garden. Share your produce with an elderly couple in your area. 

27. Create a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child. 

28. Donate to our blog. Here’s how. 

29. Instead of pitching them, give your old clothes to a local shelter. 

30. Send a care package to deployed soldiers. 

31. On garbage day, pull everyone in the neighborhood’s garbage cans back to their houses. 

32. Call a momma you know and offer to babysit for free. 

33. Make some encouraging posters and anonymously hang them around your school. Here are a few 

slogans you can totally steal! 

 You matter! 

 You’re a big deal! 

 I’m proud of you. 

 You are my sunshine, my only sunshine! 

34. What is your mom’s least favorite household chore? (Laundry, dishes, sweeping the kitchen 

floor?) Take over that job for her. 

35. Fast one day a week to pray for others. 

36. Adopt a grandma or grandpa at your local nursing home and visit regularly. 

37. Give compliments generously. 

38. Send flowers. 

39. Let someone else pick what show you watch. 

40. Write encouraging notes on all of your friends’ Instagram pages. 

41. Write your favorite Scriptures out on note cards. Insert them into books at the school or public 

library. 

42. Make and deliver chemo care packages.  

43. Ding dong ditch. Place flowers or goodies on someone’s doorstep. Ring the bell and run! 

http://www.bakerella.com/melty-salted-caramel-hazelnut-chocolate-chunk-cookies/
http://www.namb.net/connect-with-missionaries/
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/donate/


44. Write a note to your teachers telling them you appreciate their investment in you. 

45. Do a chore for a brother or sister without them knowing. 

46. Who do you know that’s lonely? Call her up and make plans. 

47. Leave a quarter in a vending machine or parking meter for someone else to use. 

48. Organize a food drive in your church or school. 

49. Plan a talent night and give the money raised to missions. 

50. Offer to give an entire day to someone you know. Let them set the agenda. 

 

 

Let’s Roll! 

If the goal of service is simply to esteem and meet the needs of others, the possibilities are endless. So 

let’s stop talking about it and start doing it, shall we? Who can you serve today? What will you do to 

follow Jesus’ lead and put others first?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from Erin Davis’ blog post 50 Ways to Serve Others. Used with permission from 

www.LiesYoungWomenBelieve.com. 

Davis, E. (2016, August 11). 50 Ways to Serve Others [Blog Post]. Retrieved from 

http://www.liesyoungwomenbelieve.com/50-ways-serve-others/ 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. What are the two important 

commandments Jesus gives toward the beginning of the passage?  

 

2. In this story, we see a Jewish man who is hurt. After the two religious people pass by 

him, a Samaritan stopped to help him. What you need to know is that Samaritans and 

Jews hated one another. However, the Samaritan looked past the hatred and served the 

Jew. What does this teach us about servant hood?  

 

 

 



3. Read Matthew 5:43-48. What does Jesus tell us to do in this passage? Why is it hard to 

do this? 

 

4. Why do you think Jesus wants us to serve others, even if it’s the people we don’t like? 

 

 

 

5. Read Romans 5:6-11. What does this verse show us about God’s love toward us? 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

Challenge: God showed love to us even when we were sinners and his enemies. Think of one 

person you don’t really like and serve them. Write down what you did on the back. 



  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 “Who’s Number One” Article 

Read the attached article, “Who’s Number One?” As you read, highlight anything that stands 
out to you.  

--continue after reading the article-- 

Wrap Up 

After you have completed the 2 sections on “service” (homework and article), complete the 
following sentences in the space provided: 

One thing I learned this week about service was…  

 

 

 

One question I still have about service is…  

 



Service Article #2 

 

Who’s number one? 
 

In Luke 22:24–26, we find Jesus teaching His disciples about service. 

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus 
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority 
over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest 
among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.” 

Let’s take a closer look at what’s going on in this passage. This conversation occurred soon after Jesus 

washed the disciples’ feet. He had modeled service to them right before they sat down to eat the Last 

Supper. Their feet were probably still damp, and what do we find them doing? Arguing about who was 

the greatest! Instead of working to out-serve each other, they were duking it out to be number one. 

 

It sounds like things weren’t very different in Jesus’ day then they are today. Our culture still values 

being number one. The world loves to teach that in order to be the greatest, you have to be the best. I’m 

sure you feel plenty of pressure to earn your significance by being the best athlete or the best student or 

even the best Christian in your church or youth group. But Jesus didn’t teach us to put all of our effort 

toward being number one. The greatest in His kingdom will be those who take time to serve. 

Choosing to serve others was countercultural in Jesus’ day, and it remains countercultural today. 

Living a life of service to others isn’t easy. It is difficult to put the needs of others ahead of our own, 

especially in a world that teaches “it’s all about me.” Even so, Jesus calls us to follow His example in 

this way in order to draw people toward Him. 

Are you willing to live counter-culturally by serving others instead of yourself? Will you seek to be 

“number one” in God’s kingdom by serving those around you? Tell me about it. 

 

Taken from Erin Davis’s blog post Who’s number one? Used with permission from www.LiesYoungWomenBelieve.com. 

Davis, E. (2010, January 27). Who’s holding you accountable? [Blog Post]. Retrieved from 

http://www.liesyoungwomenbelieve.com/whos-number-one/ 

 



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 The Bible has many great verses about serving others. Read the 4 verses below and write at 

least 3 sentences each about either what the author is saying, what you learned, or how you 

can start doing what the verse is saying.  

Galatians 5:13-14 

  

  

  

  

  

Matthew 20:20-28 

  

  

  

  



  

Philippians 2:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 9:33-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge: Pick one verse and tell your mom or dad what you learned. 



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It’s the Most Selfish Time of the Year?” Article 

Read the attached article, “It’s the Most Selfish Time of the Year?” As you read, highlight 
anything that stands out to you.  

--continue after reading the article— 
 

Wrap Up 
After you have completed the 2 sections on “service” (homework and article), complete the 
following sentences in the space provided: 
 
One thing I learned this week about service was…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
One question I still have about service is…  
 
 

 



Service Article #3 

  

It’s the Most Selfish Time of the Year? 
 

It’s that time of the year that feels extra special, extra sparkly, extra festive. And we love it, right? 

We decorate glittery trees, bake pans of treats, watch movie after movie, shop and wrap gifts, play 

carols on repeat, attend Christmas concerts and plays, sip hot chocolate by the fire, and dream of 

snowflakes—just enough to make our Christmas white. 

You just got really excited, didn’t you? Me, too. Because we really, really, really love Christmas! 

But this year, I’ve started to wonder why we love the Christmas season so much. Family traditions? 

Sure. Childhood memories? Perhaps. The extra dose of cheer floating around? Maybe. 

Could it be that the reason we’re crazy for Christmas is because it provides us the perfect and 

celebrated excuse to be selfish throughout the month of December? 

I know, that kind of notion makes you want pop in your earbuds and turn up Bing Crosby a little 

louder. We don’t like being confronted with anything that could put a damper on our Christmas cheer. 

In other words, we don’t like confronting the ugly truth about our hearts. 

Will you hang tight and consider this idea with me anyway? 

Let’s ponder these subtly selfish phrases often heard at Christmastime: 

 Here’s what I want for Christmas. 

 You can’t decorate the tree unless I’m there! 

 You made the pecan tassies without me? Why would you do that? 

 I hope that big gift is for me. 

 Wait—we have to do it this way. Don’t change the traditions! 

 We have to take another picture! I didn’t look good, and I need this for Instagram. 

 Stop talking—it’s my turn to open a gift now. 

 But this wasn’t the gift I asked for. 

 

I’ll be the first to admit that I’ve uttered many of those phrases. Maybe my stocking should read “The 

Selfish One” instead of “Samantha.” I’m saddened by the ways I’ve attempted to turn Christmas into 



my own fantasy in years past. And I know I’m not alone; we all seem to get sucked into selfishness 

disguised as celebration. 

Traditions and songs and memories aren’t the problem; it’s the way our selfish hearts grab tightly onto 

those things to accomplish our individual Christmas agendas. 

 It’s the reason siblings fight on Christmas. We each want our own way. 

 It’s the reason we’re disappointed when the day doesn’t live up to our expectations. 

 It’s the reason we go into full meltdown mode because we think we’ve missed the mark 

of Christmas perfection. 

 It’s the reason we’re left still wanting more after every gift has been unwrapped. 

 

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Disappointment 

A selfish mindset at Christmas—whether we recognize it or not—sets us up for so much 

disappointment. Jon Bloomdescribes the problem with these fantasies so well: 

The false myth . . . is that if we can get it [Christmas] to look like the whimsical hazy collage 
in our minds, we will experience the “Christmas spirit” and be happy. 

The problem is, of course, that everyone’s collage is different. The result is that Christmas 
fantasy expectations are disappointed. And all too often selfishness suffocates love, lashes 
out in some form of aggressive or passive anger and destroys whatever joy and peace there 
may have been. 

That’s what makes fantasies so dangerous. They are almost always self-centered attempts to 
seek happiness by forcing reality to conform to our imagination, which we have no power to 
do. They make unattainable demands and leave us and others disillusioned. 

And worse than disappointment and disillusionment, a selfish mindset sets us up for a lot of sin. We 

hurt our family members and we grieve the Holy Spirit when we make Christmas about my 

wants and my hopes and my dreams. 

When we’re selfish at Christmas, we showcase the exact opposite of the One we’re celebrating. 

Christmas is the celebration of the ultimate humility of Jesus Christ—a King who humbled Himself in 

an unfathomable way to become our Savior. 

For Christians, the month of December should be a time of deeper focus on Christ’s perfect example of 

servanthood and selflessness. 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Phil. 2:3–8, emphasis added). 

http://www.liesyoungwomenbelieve.com/releasing-the-pressure-of-a-perfect-christmas/
http://www.liesyoungwomenbelieve.com/the-cure-for-i-want-itis/
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/lay-aside-the-weight-of-christmas-expectations


It’s the Most Selfless Time of the Year 

How can we pivot from the most selfish time of the year to make it the most selfless? Here are some 

ways: 

Pray that God would grant the grace to help you cultivate the humility of Jesus Christ. 

 Don’t neglect the Word this Christmas season. It’s right where you’ll find the grace and wisdom to 

cultivate a spirit of humility. 

 Pray for a Christ-focus throughout all your celebrations. 

Value others as more significant than yourself and their interests as more significant than your own. 

Turn your focus from “What can I get out of this Christmas?” to “How can I bless and honor and show 

generosity to others this Christmas?” 

 Think of creative ways to show generosity. 

 Remind yourself of this truth often: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 

 Be slow to voice your own opinions and desires; be quick to hear and value the opinions of others. 

 Instead of constantly waxing eloquent about your favorite Christmas stuff, ask others about theirs. 

Ask your grandparents to tell stories. Ask your younger siblings what they’d like to do. 

Empty yourself as a servant. 

Put on your Christmas apron, and get to work! Look for opportunity (after opportunity!) to serve. 

 Don’t just bake Christmas cookies; clean the kitchen afterward. Scrub those pans and sweep up 

those sprinkles! 

 Don’t just wrap gifts; put the wrapping paper and tape away. And offer to wrap gifts for others, too. 

 Don’t just admire the Christmas lights outside; shovel some snow while you admire. 

 Ask your mom . . . 

o Can I help you clean the house? 

o Are there any errands I could run for you? 

o What task on your to-do list is weighing you down? Is there a way I can help? 

 

Has Christmas been the most selfish time of the year for you? In what ways has God prompted you to 

confess and repent? What steps will you take to make this December the most selfless time of the year? 

 

 

 

Taken from Erin Davis’s blog post Best of: What is True Friendship? Used with permission from 

www.LiesYoungWomenBelieve.com. 

Davis, E. (2013, January 8). Best of: What is True Friendship? [Blog Post]. Retrieved from 

http://www.liesyoungwomenbelieve.com/best-of-what-is-true-friendship/ 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month was all about serving others. Serve each category below. Write who you served 

and what you did. 

PARENT 

 

 

  

FRIEND 

  

 

  

TEACHER/COACH 

 

  

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sometime over the last month and a half, you served the senior residents during game night 
at the Vista Gardens Memory Care Home. Write 5-7 sentences below describing your 
experience, what you learned, what you liked and disliked, and/or what challenged you.  
Then answer the question, “Did this service project encourage you to serve more in the 
community? How?” 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 


